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Press News

( 25.02.2020)
25. St. Patrick’s Day Munich
Munich embraces the Shamrock
· Date: Saturday, 14th March; Sunday 15th March;  Tuesday 17th March 2020

· Orte: St. Ludwig Kirche, Münchner Freiheit, Leopoldstraße, Ludwigstraße, Odeonsplatz North and South, Werksviertel-Mitte, Schlachthof-Bühne
· Presstexte & Fotos: www.stpatricksday.de/media

„Hard to believe, but true: for the last quarter of a century, Munich is in the grip of the Irish – at least in the middle of March. For the 25th time the St Patrick´s Day Parade, in honour of the Patron Saint of Ireland, will proceed through our city. As always when there is a Parade or a party in the name of the Shamrock, it’s no closed party. Instead it’s about getting together and the joy of getting together at this special event and of course it’s about that commitment to tolerance and openness which binds us, a commitment to dialogue and intercultural exchange. This is something which can’t be stressed enough”
Munich’s Mayor and patron of the Parade Dieter Reiter.
For this 25th anniversary, there are a whole load of new things happening, some of which much be attributed to the huge enthusiasm of the Münchners. The previous locations, Odeonsplatz and Wittelsbacherplatz are no longer big enough for the crowds of up to 50,000 onlookers. For this reason we are delighted with the new festival location. 

There is lots new for the 25th Anniversary, sum of due to the huge tremendous enthusiasm of the Müncheners. The previous venues of Odeonsplatz and Wittelsbacherplatz are no longer big enough to accommodate numbers such as last year’s 50,000 visitors. We are therefore delighted to announce a new venue for the festival. As in previous years, the Parade will proceed from Münchner Freiheit along Leopold and Sutwigstrasße to Odeonsplatz., ending in Brienner Straße. The new Main Stage will be situated in Odeonsplatz North to the left of the equestrian monument of Ludwig I, holding also the Grandstand which the parade will proceed past. Thus, for the first time, the parade will be moderated, with John Dunne as Compere. This is only possible because the new festival site now extends from Von-der-Tann-Straße, Ludwigstraße, Odeonplatz to Brienner Straße. To ensure that all visitors, even those right at the back of the crowd, have an optimal view of what is happening on the main stage, for the first time, a 6x4 m LED screen will be  installed. Our special thanks go to the Munich company NEG Nelhiebel Elektroanlagen GmbH.

The minute the music ended at last years Festival, the planning and organization for the 25th St. Patrick’s Day Munich began. The organizer Munich Irish Network e.V. has worked closely for the last year with a renowned security expert from the Oktoberfest and the Trachtenumzug, which was one of the prerequisites for being able to hold such a large event again in 2020. The celebrations are still the largest St. Patrick’s Day event on mainland Europe.
The St. Patrick’s Day Food Festival proven its worth last year. And so on March 14th and 15th, a new South Stage will transform Odeonsplatz into the Irish Festival Stage. The live program is aimed deliberately at a younger audience. Among other things, Zooropa (the best U2 tribute band in Ireland) and Keily’s Folk from Italy. The culinary and beverage offerings have also been expanded.

The traditional Irish Mass, in English, German and Gaelic, takes place as usual on Saturday, March 14th in the St. Ludwig Church (Ludwigstrasse 22) with the homily given by Prof. Dr. Christof Breitsameter. The Mass will be broadcast live worldwide: http://www.horeb.org

The ever-popular Munich Irish Night will entertain its guests with Greensleeves, the Paul Daly Band and Tir na nÓg again on the Schlachthof on March 14th, from 8pm.

As in previous years, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade kicks off on Sunday, March 15th, at 12 noon. 65 groups have registered so far (with over 1,500 participants). The parade is led by this year's Grand Marshal Paul Daly. He will be accompanied by great Bavarian Wolfgang Schramm, who will take on the role of Saint Patrick – no fake beard here.  At their side will be Clare Martens, a genuine Irish- Münchner Kindl who was chosen St. Patrick’s Day Princess in 2020. For the first time, the parade will be moderated live from the main Stage (John Dunne as Compere) and transmitted via a 6x4 m LED screen. Our thanks go to Nelhiebel Elektroanlagen GmbH.
The following dignitaries will be present: Munich Mayor Dieter Reiter (patron), Dr. Nicholas O’Brien (Irish Ambassador to Germany), an Irish Minister of State from Dublin (tba) and Dr. phil. h.c. mult. Erich Lejeune (Irish Honorary Consul General in Bavaria and Thuringia). The "St. Patrick’s Day After Parade Party” starts at around 1 p.m. at the new Main Stage (Odeonsplatz Nord). The music programme has Paul Daly Band & Mayor Dieter Reiter, Larún and others, while among the dance groups you can look forward to: Tir na nÓg, The Emerald Dancers, Summerstorm and Anam Cara. To bring the curtain down, we have the final Ceili with the Munich Ceili Band. Dancing is expressly encouraged!

The traditional “Greening Munich” will take place on Tuesday, March 17th, at nightfall. Don’t miss the Hi-Sky Big wheel (78m high) in the center of the Werksviertel-Mitte A total of 30,000 Hi-Sky flyers will be distributed at the parade and after party. Adults pay only 9.99 euros upon presentation of the flyer. Children, students and seniors receive a 50% discount on the otherwise applicable prices with the Hi-Sky flyer. The special St. Patrick’s Day promotion is valid from March 15th to 31st, 2020.

The St. Patrick’s Day Festival Munich 2020 ”takes place in cooperation with the Munich Cultural Office, the Department for Labor and Economy and the tourism portal“ Einfach München ”.
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Munich Irish Network e.V.: Dr. Angela Feeney (Vorstand), 

Tel. +49 176 213 255 43, Kreuzstr. 8, 80331 München, secretary@munichirishnetwork.de, www.munichirishnetwork.de
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